NETBALL FEDERATION OF INDIA

CIRCULAR

Ref. No.: NFI/SOM/2026 					Date: 01-05-2026

Subject: Invitation for Applications from Sports Persons of Outstanding Merit (SOM) for Preparation of Electoral Roster for the Upcoming Elections of the Executive Body of the Netball Federation of India

In compliance with the provisions contained National Sports Governance Act, 2025 and its related rules and in furtherance of ensuring fair representation of eligible stakeholders in Netball Federation of India (hereinafter referred to as “NFI”), applications are hereby invited from Sports Persons of Outstanding Merit (SOM) for inclusion in the electoral roster for the forthcoming elections of the Executive Body of NFI.

Eligibility Criteria

(1) General Eligibility: The Applicants must satisfy the general eligibility criteria which is as follows:
a. The Applicant should be a citizen of India; 
b. The Applicant should be of sound mind;
c. The Applicant should not be the age of less than twenty-five year
d. The Applicant must be retired from active sports and should have not participated in any competitive sport event which leads to selection to represent any district, State or India for at least one year prior to date of application. 

(2) Tier Eligibility: Apart from meeting the general eligibility criteria, applicants shall be considered eligible only if they fall within the prescribed tier system. The tier system, based on the level and distinction of sporting achievements, is defined hereinbelow: 

Tier 1
Applicants who have won at least one of any gold, silver or bronze medal in the Summer Olympic Games or Winter Olympic Games, provided that any medal if rescinded, shall not be considered for the qualification of having achieved outstanding merit, under this Tier

Tier 2
Applicants who have participated in two or more editions of the Summer Olympic Games or Winter Olympic Games

Tier 3
Applicants who have participated in at least one edition of the Summer Olympic Games or Winter Olympic Games

Tier 4
Applicants who have been awarded a Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award or an Arjuna Award by the Central Government, provided that any award if rescinded or returned, shall not be considered for the qualification of having achieved outstanding merit, under this Tier.

Tier 5
Applicants who have won at least one of any gold, silver or bronze medal or equivalent placing, in a World Championship or equivalent competition, provided that any medal if rescinded, shall not be considered for the qualification of having achieved outstanding merit, under this Tier

Tier 6
Applicants who have won at least one of any gold, silver or bronze medal or equivalent placing, in the Commonwealth Games or Asian Games or Asian Winter Games, provided that any medal if rescinded, shall not be considered for the qualification of having achieved outstanding merit, under this Tier

Tier 7
Applicants who have won at least one of any gold, silver or bronze medal or equivalent placing, in an Asian Championship or equivalent competition, provided that any medal if rescinded, shall not be considered for the qualification of having achieved outstanding merit, under this Tier.

Tier 8
Applicants who have participated in at least five sanctioned international events (if individual sport) or five sanctioned international matches (if team sport).

Tier 9
Applicants who have participated in at least one sanctioned international event (if individual sport) or one sanctioned international match (if team sport).

Tier 10
Applicants who have who have won at least one of any gold, silver or bronze medal or equivalent placing in the National Games or a National Championship or equivalent competition

Provided that for the reference of above tier system: “Summer Olympic Games”, “Winter Olympic Games”, “Commonwealth Games”, “Asian Games” and “Asian Winter Games” in any of the Tiers below shall apply mutatis mutandis to “Summer Paralympic Games”, “Winter Paralympic Games”, “Para events that form a part of the Commonwealth Games”, “Para-Asian Games” and “Winter edition of the Para-Asian Games (if any)”;

Provided that applicant shall have achieved the milestone in the relevant Tier mentioned above only while representing India, except in the case of Tier 10, where such applicant shall have represented a particular State.

where the number of sportspersons of outstanding merit, pursuant to the use of a particular Tier, exceeds the threshold then the eldest applicant by age shall receive preference and priority in selection from among the group of candidates qualifying under such Tier; and

In the event that the sportspersons of outstanding merit roster cannot be populated to meet the threshold the Federation shall include such applicants who satisfy the General Eligibility Criteria and the Tiered Eligibility Criteria in the Tier level immediately following the level last considered, in a sequential manner, until the number of applicants included in the relevant sportspersons of outstanding merit roster satisfies such threshold


Application Process
Eligible Applicants are required to submit their applications in the prescribed format along with supporting documents, including:
· Proof of identity and age;
· Documentary evidence of sporting achievements;
· Certificates issued by recognized sports authorities/federations;
· Self-declaration regarding eligibility and absence of disqualification;

The Eligible Applicants can send the hard copies of their application form at the head office of Netball Federation of India situated at #112-D, Ekta Enclave, Peeragarhi, New Delhi -110087 or can send their applications through email at SOMNFI2026@gmail.comwith the subject “Applications from Sports Persons of Outstanding Merit (SOM) 2026” for  must be submitted:

Last Date for Submission
The last date for submission of applications is 15-05-2026. The applications received after the stipulated deadline shall not be considered by the Federation. 
In case, the threshold limit of the applications are not received by the Federation, the Federation shall issue a fresh circular allowing more time to the Applicant to file their application. 

Scrutiny and Publication of Roster
All applications shall be scrutinized by the designated Scrutiny Committee. A provisional list of eligible SOM candidates shall be published on the official website of NFI.

The sportspersons of outstanding merit rosters, once finalised shall be published on the official website of the Federation.

General Conditions
a. Mere submission of application does not guarantee inclusion in the electoral roster.
b. The decision of the Competent Authority shall be final and binding.
c. NFI reserves the right to seek additional documents or clarifications from any applicant.
d. Any false declaration or suppression of material facts shall lead to rejection and may invite further action.

For ready reference, please follow the link below to read: 
National Sports Governance Act, 2025 – https://yas.gov.in/sites/default/files/National%20Sports%20Governance%20Act%2C%202025_0.pdf 

National Sports Governance (National Sports Bodies) Rules, 2026 - https://yas.gov.in/sites/default/files/National%20Sports%20Governance%20%28National%20Sports%20Bodies%29%20Rules%2C%202026.pdf 

By Order and in the Name of Netball Federation of India


Vijender Singh,
Secretary General,
Netball Federation of India














APPLICATION FORM
For Inclusion as Sports Person of Outstanding Merit (SOM)
For Preparation of Electoral Roster – 2026


1. Full Name (in Block Letters): _______________________________ 
2. Father’s / Mother’s Name: _______________________________ 
3. Date of Birth: ____ / ____ / ______ 
4. Age (as on date of application): ______ years 
5. Gender: ☐ Male ☐ Female ☐ Other 
6. Nationality: _______________________________ 
7. Aadhaar No. / Passport No. (any one): _______________________________ 
8. Permanent Address: __________________________________________________
9. Correspondence Address (if different): ___________________________________
10. Mobile Number: _______________________________ 
11. Email Address: _______________________________
12. Citizen: _____
13. Applicant’s tier: _______
14. Details of Achievement (Highest Tier Claimed)
	S. No.

	Event Name
	Level (International/National/State)
	Year
	Medal/
Participation
	Represented (India/State)
	Certifying Authority

	
	


	
	
	
	
	

	
	


	
	
	
	
	


 
(Certificate of the aforesaid achievement to be annexed with self-attested signatures)
I, ____________________________, hereby declare that:
a. The information furnished in this application is true and correct to the best of my knowledge;
b. I fulfil all eligibility criteria prescribed under the National Sports Governance Act, 2025 and the Rules framed thereunder and the circular issued by Netball Federation of India for calling of application of Sportspersons of outstanding merit;
c. I have not been disqualified on account of doping, disciplinary action, or conviction involving moral turpitude;
d. No material information has been concealed or suppressed;
e. I understand that any false declaration shall render my application liable for rejection and may invite further legal action.

Date: _____								Signature of Applicant
Place: ______							 
	
